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TYPE OF DISEASE. 

Varioloid 8 

Discrete variola 142 

Confluent variola 74 

Malignant variola 1 

As only 1 case has developed in Jefferson County (including Birming- 
ham and Bessemer) within the past six days, the epidemic may be said 
to be at an end for the present. 

As stated, however, in my former reports, cases will probably con- 
tinue to appear for some time to come. Smallpox having existed here 
in epidemic form since July, 1897, it has been impossible to discover 
and disinfect all infected points. Cases also from adjacent counties and 
States are constantly finding their way into this county and city, bringing 
infection with them, and as quite a number of persons have doubtless 
evaded the inspectors and avoided vaccination, and as, owing to the 
shifting nature of the population, large numbers of the unvaccinated 
persons are daily coming in, material will probably be furnished to keep 
the disease alive for some time. Moreover, in the country, and in some 
of the towns and mining camps where vaccination is optional, as soon 
as new cases ceased to appear, the inspectors met with such opposition 
that I was forced to withdraw them, after having accomplished but little 
in the way of vaccination. 

I have urged the mine owners to have all new laborers vaccinated 
before employment, by their mine physicians, and although this pre- 
caution is taken by some it is neglected by the majority who believe 
that since the epidemic is over that no new cases will appear. 

In addition to work outlined above the following infected points were 
visited and inspected, reports on the condition existing at each were 
forwarded to you and the local authorities advised as to the method of 
suppressing the epidemic: Pinckard, Newton, Opelika, Anniston, 
Maplesville, railroad camp near Centerville, Haynesville, Jasper, 
and Patton ; and Cartersville and Stilesboro in the State of Georgia. 

The methods employed in the establishment and administration of 
the various camps have too often been described to require notice in 
this report. The only departure which possibly may be worthy of note 
is the plan of surrounding the camp with a high barbed- wire fence, 
30 feet within this fence a single wire was drawn to mark the dead line, 
beyond which no patient was allowed to pass, and in this space between 
dead line and fence the guards were stationed. At night the entire 
picket line was lighted by large gasoline torches, thereby enabling a 
small number of guards to effectually prevent the escape of convales- 
cents. 

To the mayor of Birmingham, the commissioners of Jefferson County, 
and to the chairman of sanitary committee of Talladega, I wish to 
express my appreciation of the prompt and efficient manner in which 
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they have aided and supported me in every way possible, and to the 
following officers, who served with me, thanks are due for their valuable 
assistance : Passed Assistant Surgeon B. W. Brown (temporarily on 
duty), Assistant Surgeon Hill Hastings, acting assistant surgeons W. 
D. Farrow and Ira W. Porter, and hospital stewards P. B. Hanrath and 
F. H. Peck. 

Eespectfully, yours, G. M. Magruder, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, TJ. 8. M. H. 8. 

Progress of smallpox near Fair Oaks, Ark. 

Memphis, Tenn., March 11, 1898. 
Sir : I have the honor to report that in accordance with your tele- 
graphic orders of the 2d instant, I went to Fair Oaks, Ark., yesterday, 
to inspect the progress of the smallpox cases at Dayton Spur — 1 mile 
from that locality. 

I found everything progressing well, the patients well on the road to 
recovery, and have the honor to state that in about two weeks time the 
house and premises will be ready for disinfection, and the people can be 
allowed to move into another house in the vicinity. 

The physician in charge of the cases has kept a good watch on them 
and will continue to do so. 

Eespectfully, yours, W. J. S. Stewart, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, TJ. S. M. H. S. 

Notice of opening of quarantine season in Florida. 

MARITIME QUARANTINE. 

Jacksonville, Fla., February 28, 1898. 
To port sanitary inspectors, agents of the State board of health of Florida, 
and all others interested : 
Notification is here given that, complying with instructions from the 
Secretary of the United States Treasury, the summer quarantine season 
will commence on April 1, 1898, instead of May 1, as heretofore, and 
the State board of health, when in annual session on the 16th instant, 
amended the maritime quarantine regulations of Florida accordingly. 

Joseph Y. Porter, 
State Health Officer, Florida. 

Smallpox at Norfolk, Va. 

Norfolk, Va., March 10, 1898. 
Sir : I am directed by the board of health to inform you that there 
are 2 cases of smallpox now in the Norfolk pesthouse. The first case 
was turned over to the board of health by the marine-hospital surgeon 
at this port on March 9. The other case was discovered on the streets 
of the city. Both cases are in negroes who resided in the negro quarter 
of the city. So far as the board of health can learn, both of these cases 
originated in the city, and had no connection with each other. 
Very respectfully, J. Jett McCormick, 

Secretary Board of Health. 



